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Serving and with Support from:

Living with FireLiving with Fire
Our Mission

Mobilizing the people 
of Santa Clara County 

to protect their homes, 
communities and 
environment from 

wildfires.
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We all face a new realty.  Wildfires are no longer an event, 

they are an increasing part of our lives, impacting everyone.

The FireSafe Council exists 

to mitigate the impact of 

wildfires in our county.
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The Wildfire Threat Grows Bigger and Longer

The drought gets worse each year …

Making the fire “season” 

the fire “year” …

Compared with 20 years ago, the “fire season” is now starting 6-8 

weeks earlier and lasting 8 weeks longer during the year.
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Santa Clara County “Very High” Fire Hazard Zones up 47%

• Dec 2022 - Santa Clara County 
has 3rd highest increase across 
CA for areas now considered in 
“very high” fire hazard zones.

• “Public education about where 
current wildfire hazards exist is 
essential to reducing the threat to 
local communities and 
maintaining access to affordable 
insurance,” said a statement from 
Insurance Commissioner Ricardo 
Lara. “I encourage Californians to 
ask questions in this public 
process and to learn more about 
the tools that exist to help 
communities and governments 
reduce their local risks.”

https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2022-12-27/more-than-half-of-rural-california-in-very-high-fire-zone
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SCC FireSafe Council

Wildfire Hazard Map
Santa Clara, Santo Cruz, San Mateo

Lowest

Highest

Hazard Level

Our region is surrounded by high risk 

wildfire zones, with many residents 

living in these areas of greatest danger
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Who is the SCC FireSafe Council?

• Established in 2001 as 501(c)(3)

• Organization of wildfire and forestry 

experts focused on innovative wildfire 

mitigation solutions across the County

• Provides program leadership for large 

scale hazardous fuel reduction projects

• Conducts community education and 

facilitates Firewise® communities

• Authors the SCC Countywide Wildfire 

Protection Plan and partner collaborations 
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Important Contributions from the FireSafe Council
Trusted Advisor

• Wildfire and forestry expertise

• Non-profit with genuine mission: Independent 501(c)3

Public and Private Sector Enabler

• Brings together multiple jurisdictions or contractors

• Fewer regulations and bureaucracy, lower cost

• More agile and nimble to speed progresses to completion

• Can drive new, advanced innovations very quickly

Community Action Leader

• Educator and resource warehouse

• Detailed risk assessments and mitigations

• Firewise Communities facilitator

• Trusted partner 
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SCCFSC Awarded $7.5M for Forest Health Project

In Partnership with:

$7.5M award supports forest 

health and wildfire mitigation 

treatments within the Los Gatos 

Creek Watershed

“Landscape scale” project focus 

on creating resilient fire-adapted 

ecosystems, protecting crucial 

watersheds, promoting the long-

term storage of carbon, and 

reducing the severity of wildfires

Unique collaboration integrating 

multiple stakeholders from 

CALFIRE, San Jose Water, 

MidPen Open Space, SC 

County Parks and CA Climate 

Investments.
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SCCFSC Leads Countywide Wildfire Protection Collaborative

$250,000 award to SCCFSC to 

spearhead the creation of the 

2022/23 Community Wildfire 

Protection Plan (CWPP)

Unique collaborative brings together 

partners from CAL FIRE, Santa 

Clara County Fire Dept, County of 

Santa Clara Office of Emergency 

Management and Department of 

Planning and Development.

This integrated Strategic Wildfire 

Mitigation Plan will prioritize removal 

of critical wildfire hazards for public 

safety, infrastructure and property 

protection, and to strengthen wildfire 

resiliency across the County.
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State-of-Art Analysis and Mapping Drives Mitigation Plan

Enhanced Lifeform Map - Specific Vegetation Types

Risk to Structures Map – Details of Properties with Risk Level

Power Grid Map

3-County Wildfire Hazard and Risk Map

Advanced imaging technologies 

allow for very high resolution, 

multi-dimensional analysis across 

entire South Bay Area, which 

informs prioritized mitigations
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Recent Grants & Awards

• SCCFSC Awarded $175,000 for County Coordinator Role

• $6.3M New Forest Health Expansion in Phase Two 
Award

• SCCFSC and San Jose Water Team to Protect Water 
Systems with AI based wildfire smoke sensors

• SCCFSC Awarded $1.45M for High Priority Fire 
Prevention
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Direct Beneficiaries of the SCC FireSafe Council

• State and Regional Fire Depts (CAL FIRE, SCCFD, etc.)

• County and City Municipalities

• Utility Providers (PG&E, San Jose Water, Valley Water)

• Insurance Providers

• Industry

• Underserved, Lower-Income Communities that Lack Resources Via Climate

• Justice and Equity Lens

• .. And Residents, Businesses and Communities
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Prepare

Detect

Predict

Evacuate

Protect

Restore

Coordinated wildfire response and 
optimized community protection built 

on detailed planning and collaborations

Predictive mapping of wildfire 
behavior and path expectations to 
inform emergency responders

Automatic fire detection and 
alarming at earliest ignition point 
using cameras and smoke sensors

Individualized, multi-channel notification for 
coordinated evacuation.  Escape route 

assessments and fire fuel risk reductions 

Local Communities: Education and outreach, hazardous 
fire fuel reduction, home hardening solutions, defensible 
space assessments with prioritized action plans. Support 
for Certified Firewise communities.

Insurance collaborations for timely 
recovery and property restoration 

leveraging new programs for wildfire-
ready structures and landscaping 

County: CWPP (Countywide Wildfire Protection Plan) 
integrated across stakeholders and the public serving as 
the Master Plan and prioritized list of highest risk areas

Building Integrated Wildfire Mitigation Solutions                             

SCC FireSafe Council

AI and Cloud-based Solutions
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New AI Solution Partners Enable Intelligent Integration

FireSafe Council’s growing portfolio of best-in-class 

solution providers, integrated under one strategic 

vision, provides synergies not available elsewhere.

This alliance is committed to leveraging advanced 

technology to protect our forests and communities 

from the devastating impact of wildfires. 

New AI-based, ultra-early fire detection and 

monitoring solutions can empower firefighters with 

crucial time to prevent wildfires from spreading. 

These partnerships reinforce our shared vision of 

creating a safer and more sustainable environment. 

Together, we can make a significant difference in 

mitigating the risks posed by wildfires and 

preserving our natural ecosystems.
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FSC Launches Advanced Wildfire Detection Network

FireSafe Council’s partnerships with N5 Sensors 

and Dryad provide the most advanced wildfire 

detection capability for identifying wildland fires 

shortly after ignition and before they become 

catastrophic events.

➢ Earliest wildfire detection possible

➢ Emergency communications

➢ Mesh network for large landscapes

➢ Platform for all IoT sensor types

➢ Deployed with Forest Health awards

Networked sensors detect fire gas and particles, air quality and chemical 

monitoring, heat and humidity trends. Fire alerts sent directly to mobile 

devices.
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Sensors

Base Station

Wireless Sensor Network

Camera Network

Example: Early Warning Wildfire Detection Networks
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Zone Zero: 0-5 feet

Gray Zone

• no plants

• nothing 
flammable

• hardscapes

– boulders

– birdbaths

– pathways



Home Ignition Zone-Be Ember Aware

Where are needle 
and leaf debris 

accumulating on 
your property? 

That is where the wind will 
carry the embers



Home Hardening Basics
1. Roofs – Class A only (no wood shake)

2. Deck Flooring - Class A or non-combustible – no redwood floor decking, • noncombustible railings, i.e. cable rail or 
metal • screen or enclose ground floor decks

3. Siding – No combustible siding (no wood siding) &lt; 36 inches to ground

4. Fencing – No combustible fencing within 30 ft of structures

5. Eaves – Ignition resistant boxed eaves required

6. Attached Structures – Noncombustible construction for all trellis, shade canopies, breezeways, etc. attached or within      
30 ft. of structures

7. Venting - Vents must prevent the intrusion of all embers utilizing Vulcan, O’hagan, Brandguard or like vents

8. Gutters/Down Spouts/Gutter Guards – No combustible types

9. Landscape – 0-5 ft. zone zero with no combustibles (vegetation)

10. Detached U structures – U structures to have setbacks of 30 ft from all other structures including neighboring 
property structures unless built to ignition resistant requirements of habitable R1 structures.



Thank You
Audience Q&A

Seth Schalet, CEO

sschalet@sccfiresafe.org

(408) 975-9591
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